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The SPEAKER touk the Chair at 4.3
p... aind read prayers.

OBITUARY—HON. J. SCADDAN, C.M.G.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A,
MeCallum—South Fremantle) [4.33]: It
came as a great shock to every member of
this Chamber to learn, last evening, of the
extrenely sudden death of the Hon. John
Scaddan, who for so many vears plaved
a prominent part in the public life of
Western Aunstralia. Personally [ had known
the late hun. gentleman for well over a
guarter of a ecentury. I had been associ-
ated with him in the Labour movement be-
fore either he or I entered I’arliament, and
alterwards I was ussociated with him very
closely in the work of our organisation,
sueceeding him as the general secretary of
the party in this State. Therefere I had
the epportenity of knowing him intimately
over a very jong period. Although during
late vears we differed in polities, I helieve
it will be agreed by everyone thal Mr. Sead-
dan gave unselfish and most valuable ser-
vices to Western Australia.  From the
time that he accepted the responsible posi-
tion of the leadership, and especally after
he became Premier of the State, he had to
face a strenuous, important, anel rather seri-
ous public situation. We will all agree that
Mr. Scaddan handled the affairs of offlee
in a manner creditable not only to him-elf,
but to the State as a whole. After coming
into this House I had many a pleasant hour
with him. We shall miss his breezy ana
jovial personality, which was oufstanding
among the public men of Western Austra-
lia. He made himselt very agreeable to us
all; vet when one came to discuss with him
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the problems to he faced in the position
which he ecceupied, one realised that be-
neath that breezy and jovial esterior there
wus n highly sensitive nature. In my con-
taer with him I realised on wure than one
veeasion how the strenuousness of publie
life was nndermining his health. This tact
should bring home to the community just
how much saerifice is made by men who
have to earry the responsibility ol the gov-
ernment of the State, what it wmcans to
shoulder those heavy responsibilities in the
intevests of the ecountry and its citizens,
Politieal life entails heavy ~acrifices on the
men engaged in it, and also on their fam-
ilies. Wa all vegret very mueh Mr. Sead-
dan’s passing, and espeeially that he should
pass in such a tragic manner and at a eom-
paratively early age. Everyv one of us
thought him the pieture ot health, and be-
lieved that he had many vears of useful
serviee before him.  He had the distinetion
of being the youngest man over to =uceeed
tn the Premiership of Western Mustralia,
and in that office he acquitted himsell with
vredit to all associated with him and te
himself as well. Therefore we ean all join
in expressing deep regret at hi= =udden de-
mise and in extending to the widow and the
hereaved family onr deepest <vmpathy, T
move—

That the House desires fo place on record
its deep regret and profound sense of loss sus-
tained in the passine of the late Tlon. John
Seaddan, CM.G., a former Premier of the
State, aml that an expression ot the sincerest
svmpathy of amembers be  conveved to the -
widaw aud family hy the HHon. tie Speiker,

HON, C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.38]: In
associafing myself with the remark< of the
Acting Premier, T desire to pay my tribute
ta the life of one of Wesfern Australia’s
vreat men, who passed awax Jo=t cvening.
L have no doubt that the serviees vendered
hv the late Ton. J. Scaddan will he hetter
appreciated as the years 2o by, Tt is not
everyene who enjoys the wide oppurtunities
that eawe to My, Seaddan. At an early
he stepped into the rdle where he was to
play such an important part in the zovern-
went of Western Australin.  For 21 vears
he served the State in this Chamber in many
eapacities, from private wmember to  Pre-
mier, He placed on the statute-hook wany
pieces of legislation which have done much
to mmprove the standard of living and will
he ot great henefit to the people.  This

ave
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legislation will remain a monument to his
memory, As a young man he was assoei-
ated with the mining indusiry, and he real-
15ed the toll taken of the lives of those en-
gaged in that industry. Many who to-day
are working on the goldfields have much
to thank him for. Tn conjunetion with my
colleagues in the last Ministry, T had ample
opportunities of appreeiating his sterling
qualities and knowing his great worth in
times of trouble. No matter what politieal
wiews we hold, T am surc that those of us
who had the great privilege of knowing our
late friend valued highly his unswerving and
loyal friendship. Tn debate he conld give
hard knocks and was always willing to take
thew. hut any hard feclings engendered in
dehate he left behind him when he left this

Chamber. Not only will he be missed in
political ecireles, but also by the many

friends he made in the varied inferests with
which he was nssociated. The State has lost
a great man, and we ave conscious of our
own heavy loss. OQur sympathy goes out to
hiz widow and family, and I ean only trust
that the appreciation we are showing of his
services and friendship may in a small
measure assutage their grief. In econelusion
all T can say is that Mr. Seaddan served his
enminfry well.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [4.41]:
Speaking for myself and those associnted
with me in politics, I desire to endorse ali
that has been said by the Acting Premier
and overvihing that has been said by the
Leader of the Opposition in relation to our
late friend, the Hon. John Secaddan. All
of us appreciated his work as a politieian;
bnt to me personally Mr. Scaddan was far
more than a politician, heeause he was one
of my old goldfields friends. He was a man
T knew as long ago as 35 years. On the
woldfields perhaps more than in any other
part of the world, fies of friendship were
vreated irrespective altogether of political
opinions or any other matters of differenee.
My friendship with JMr. Scaddan lasted
down all the years, and so I espeeially feel
hi= death. I rvespeetfully join in tendering
te his widow and family the tribule which
the Acting Premier has so ably proposed.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [442]: T was
very closely associated with the late Hon.
John Secaddan for several years, and sat
with him in Cabinet. In the circumstances
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I feel that I may be permitted to ~ay a
few words in respect to his memory. 1 can
pay an unreserved tribute to Mr. Secaddan’s
character. He was n big-hearted and lov-
able man, a man with the outstanding quali-
ties of capacity, geniality, tolerance. and
more particularly genervosity. His zencros-
ity, indeed, knew no hounds save those im-
posed hy caution. Kaneour was guite un-
known to him. TFle was warm-hearted nnd
helpful, no matter how humble the positinn
those secking lhis assistance might necupy.
John Seaddan’s was indeed o beantiful
eharacter, and his memory will live long
among those who had the privilexe of know-
ing him,

T knew onr brother; his moate dust T honour,

und his living worth:
A man more good and kind and just was
never horn into this earth.

(fuestion passed, members standing.
The ACTING PREMIER: As a further

tribute of respeet to the memory of the late
Hon, John Secaddan, I move—

That the sitting ho suspended nntil 7.30 p.m.

Question passed.

Sitting suspended from 445 to 7.30 pom.

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS,
PARK SERVICE.

Mr. CROSS a-ked the Min'ster for Hail-
ways: 1, Ts he aware that hogie trams Nos.

WEMBLEY

106 and 110 wmet on  the Wembley
Park tramway single lhine at  North-
wood-street  (between  the  Kimberley-
strect and Tate-street loopsj at 5.42
pam. on Kriday, 16th November. 2, [s

he aware that the tram fiavelling towards
Wombley pasced a white light at the Kim-
berlev-street loop, and after meeting the
other tram shunted back to ihe Kimberley-
street loop and then proeecded to the Tate.
street loop, where o red light was showing,
and after waiting for several minutes at
the Tate-strect loop hehind the red sigmal
proceeded westwards and discovered that
there was no tram in the next section? 3,
Will he seek information why cars Nos. 106
and 110 met on a single line in the eirenm-
stances outlined in the previous question?
4, Will he seek an explanation why the ear
at the Tate-street loop was delayed for sev-
cral minutes behind a red light when later
it was dizcovered that there was no tram



1530

in the western section? 5, Will he supply
information as to the nwmber of times that
the tower wagon rendered attention to the
Wembley I'ark tram signals for the year
ended 20ih November, 19349

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Yes. 2, No; the ear travelling
to Wemblev passed a eignal set at “dan-
ger”; it met another ear in the section and
shunted back to Kimberley-street loop. 3,
See reply to Question No. 2. 4, The motor-
man of the ear mentioned reported that the
signals were in order. 5, 60.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
Maddington Crossing.

My, SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Will he give consideration to
the installation of a pole, boom, single stick
baulk, or any other type of mechanieal pro-
tection for those whe have occasion to use
the Albany-road at the Maddington railway
crossing? 2, Would it be possible to oper-
ate these or any other efficient type of pro-
tection from either Gosnells or Madding-
ton railway station? 3, Alternmatively, will
he give consideration to the care of the
Aluddington ecrossing by members of the
Limbless Soldiers” Association or other ap-
proved attendants?

The MINISTEER FOR RATILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes, at verv great ex-
pense. 3, No.

QUESTION—YOUTH EMPLOYMENT
SCHEME.

Acquisition of Trades,

Mr. SAMPSOX asked the Minister for
Employment: 1. Has he read the criticism
by Rev. A. C. Nelson, of Port Adelaide, ns
printed in yesterday morning’s paper, in
which the West Auvstralian Youth Employ-
ment Scheme is referred to as “dead-end”?
2, As there ate wany hoys who would prefer
to learn a trade but who, on account of limi-
tations imposed by awards and agrecments,
are prevented from doing so, will he give
consideration to a review of the position and
endeavour fo secure more opportunities for
boys desivous of learning trades?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, Yes. 2. The provisions in the
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awards and agreements governing appren-
ticeship are in themselves constituting safe-
guards against boys being led into the dend-
end mentioned by the itinerant visitor re-
ferred to. As the conditions of apprentice-
ship are functions of the Arbitration Court
and free from political control, T do not
propose to interfere,

BILL—MINE WORKERS' RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Third Readiwg,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Duwring
the Committee stage the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe vaised a point in regard to
Clause 3, namely ns to whether it was eom-
plete without the proviso that is attached
to Clanse 2; and asked would those suffer-
ing from silicosis and Josing their employ-
ment he entitled to a refund of the contri-
butions paid. 1 have found it necessary to
have an apendment framed, and I have
arranged that it shall be moved in another
place. [ move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a thied time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—BUILDERS' REGISTRATION.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Council’s amendmenis,

Schednle of three amendments made hy
the Council now considered.

In Comuiittee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Aecting
Premier in charge of the Bill.

No. 1: Clause 2, subparagraph (iii) of
paragraph (a) of the propesed new Section
285A.—Delete the word “or,” in line 3, and
substifute the word “and”

The ACTING PREMIER: This is in
oriter to bring the paragraphs together, and
as T propo=e to aeccept the Council’s other
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amentdinents, this one will be necessary, I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendinent agreed to.

No. 2. : Clause 2 —After suvparagraph
(iti) of paragraph (a) of the proposed new
Section 2854, insert a new subparagraph,
a3 follows:—

(iv) the amount of the rates in Tespeet
of which the said order was made remains
unpaid after the expiration of notice in
writing by registered post of nat less
than one month or more than three
months given by the Crown Solicitor to
every persen appearing by the records in
the Office of Titles, or the Registry of
Deeds, or the Department of Lands and
Surveys, to have any legal or equitable
estate or interest in the said vacant land
at the address of such person appearing
on the records aforesaid, that nnless the
amount of the said rates is paid within
the period specified in the notice the said
land is liahle to become vested absolutely
in His Majesty, or.”’

The ACTING PREMIER: This provides
that the notice must he despatched by regis-
tered post to those eoncerned, prior to the
land reverting to the Crown. It is only a
anfernard and it may be nseful. I move—-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed te.

No. 3: Clause 2—Insext at the end of
the proposed new Sectiun 285A a para-
graph, as follows:—

For the purposes of this section and

of sections two hundred and eightv-five B
and two bundred and eighty-five C of
this Act, the term ‘‘vacant land’’ means
land of any tenure which has not been
improved (other than being enclosed with
a fenee) or cultivated and used for any
purpose, or which, after heing improved
or cultivated and used, has ceased to be
used by the proprietor thereof or by any
person acting for, under, or through such
proprietor in such a manner as to indi-
cate that the said land has heen aban-
doned by such proprietor.

The ACTING PREMIER: This is merely
a definition of wvacant land. The point
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was raised in this House by the member for
Nedlands, and I had it looked inte so that
the amendment should be made in another
place if necessary. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to. .

Resolutions reported, the report adepted,
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Council,

BILL—GOLD MINING PROFITS TAX
ASSESSMENT.

Counncil’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now

considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleewman in the Chair; the Acting
Premier in charge of the Bill.

Amendment—GClause 7.—Delete the word
‘‘fourteen,’’ in the third line of the clause,
and substitute the word ‘‘twenty-eight.”’

The ACTING PREMIER: This is just to
extend from 14 days to 28 days the period
after the assessment is served till the pay-
ment is made. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and possed; the Couneil’s
amendruent ngreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message aceordingly returned fo the
Council.

BILI—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
In Commitiee,
Resumed from the 20th November.

Mr, Siceman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 31, Staff not under Public Ser-
vice Act, 1904,

My, DONEY: I hope the Committee will
vote against this clause. I have not yet
heard anything to alter my conviction that
the change of control from the Public Ser-
vice Commisstoner to the Bank eommis-
sioners is other than a retrograde step. The
Minister should show that the benefits to
be derived from the change will be greater
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than il the stafl remained under the control
of the Dablir Serviee Comnnissioner: and
should show that the staft will have the =ume-
measure ol appeal rvights as if  they
were in  any  other Dbranch of the
servive.  Merely to say 1t is desirable
that the commissioners should have the
power of engagmeni and  dismissal
and the fixine of t-rm~ and econditions of
serviee, s hot saflicieat. [ suppese similar
argunsnts could he adduced by all other
hend- of denartments,  But if complete
demvars bmenta’ eonfrol of stafi's i, desivable,
why <honld we have a Tublie Se-vive Com-
mi-sioner af &'17 The Pul'ie Serviee Com-
wi-sioner is very hizh'v regarded, both for
hi< ahihiv «ud his =ense of jnstice, vet infer-
entially we have the Government taking up
the atfitinde that he doe- not know lus job
as well ns will the three rommissioners. who
preheiy wi b ave no speeialized knowledge
af <toff eontrol.

TToa, €07 TATITAM : T move oy amend-
weni—-

That the celans: b struck out, with a view
teincerting 1he following in Jieu: —

31 Al offivers engaged by the cownis-
slonry g% in the next seetion mentioned oy
eronfter engnged by the commissioners shall
retnain and be puliic servants within th: mean-
ing of the Public Serviee Aet, 1904, and the
regulations made therevnder and the Publi-
Service Appeal Board Acet, 1920, and be deemed
to form a hranch of the Public S-~rvice, and
the tvrms and eonditions of their employm:nt
shall be governed by the said Aets and regula-
tions,

Such officers shall, however, as regards cn-
gagement, control, and dismissal be under the
tmm-~diate supervision of the cemmissioners in
lieu of the Public Service Commissioner, and sn
far as the suid oflicers are eoncerned the com-
mis~ioncrs  menttoned in  the said Aets and
regulitions shafl he «deensed fo be the commis-
sioners appeinted umder this Act.

Officers in the serviee of the commissioners
shall he eligible for appointment to other
branches of the public service, and officers in
vther hranches of the public service shall be
eligilde for appointment in the serviee of the
commissioners, bul mo officer shall be trans-
forred from tie service of the eotinrissicners to
any other branch of the public service or from
any other branch of the publie service to the
serviee of the commissioners exeept w'th the
coneurrence or on the recommendation of the
commissioners and the Publie Service Commis-
stomer.

My idea is to retain te the men employed
in the Bank their rights under the Puhlie
Rervice Aet. In order (o give effect {o the
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wisites erjiessed hy the Minister, T have
wivle provison that the eont o ol tlhiws?
ceithohe entively nnder tie coinmis-
sivticss etseives.  The officers widl not
he subject to tue ablic Serviee ( viis-
soues, but tuey shall bave the sam.e ights
a~ ey have nades the Pubie Service MAet.
Govermuent  ~upporters believe in union-
iEm: this will give the Bank officials tue
vight Lo retain their winion.  The amnewd-
weat wiill overcome the objection raised by
the Mini~ter that the present tiw t.es had
ne control over the staft in that they could
not dismiss oflicers. It will give the com-
misslonces all the power reguirdd, uad will
relain for the odiears of the Bank their
vights wder the Public Service et

The MINISTER FUOR LANDS: | opjose
the wnendment. It does not meet with the
views ol Cabinet, and it will not aehieve
what the lhon. momher desives.  The Royal
Cossnission recommended  that  the com-
iiiss'oners should control their olficers. Tlhe
Commission discovesed a lack of diseipline,
particulariy in the country. The member
fo, Williams-Narrogin must know of it.
Last year certain olicers paid the bonns to
e wae were not entitlel to receive it,
vontrary to the instruetions of the general
manases.  The Hoval Comimission reported
thal 2 majority of the inspectors did not
know their work. I have a'ready mentioned
i tee Flouse the case of an officer who
recoumuended advan es to his wife, and the
wanager admitted that improvements for
the meney advanced were not there. Yet
that oliicer remained in the serviee for two
vears. Another officer was under the “dog
Act™; he id no! know wlat was going on
and was not partieularly econcerned. Appar-
ently the general manager did not know
what was geing on, hut when the Commis-
stoners told him, he promptly sacked the
wan. [f the general manager is over-
whelmed with work. he is not able to give
arteation te the discipline of the staff. 1
could give further instances. Could mem-
hers imagine anvthing worse than having
men co'lerting inte est who themse'ves owe
larze amounts? Is it not neeessary to have
a cleav'ng up?  The license and latitude
enjoyved by those prople ~hould ho stopped.
I was responsible for assistine to pass the
Puablic Service Acf, and T say that it, inore
than anvthinz else, has led to lack of dis-
cipline in the =ervice. 1 have known men

| IS A
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in one department who were guiity of cor-
ruption and who appealed. It would not
have been possible for men possessed of
moral 2ense to appeal. In one instanee four
oflicers had to be dismissed beeause they
bad  heen accepting bribes, and thex
wonld have won on appeal but for the
overwhelming evidence of the Criminal
Investigation Branch. The Leader of the
Opposition =aid that the elanse would nter-
fere with the policy of unionism. The olli-
eors of the Bank conld join the Bank Dih-
cors' Assoviation and o to the Avbitration
Court.  Civil servants are asking for per-
mizsion to go te the Arbitration Court and
to sef aside the classifieation of the Public

Service  Commissioner. [T believe a  bie
majerify faveur goings to the court. The

officers of the Bank could join the Bank
Ollicers’ Association and T understand that
a majority of the presemt staff would prefer
that.

Hon, (.
for it,

The MINISTER 1TOR [LANDS: They
voted in favonr of poing to the Arhitration
Court.  There is no prineiple of unioni-in
at stake. The amendment provides that
{he oflicers of the Bank shall remain and he
public servants within the meaning of the
Aet sand the regulations.  The hon. member
bias explained his intention that they shoull
remain under the Pubiie Serviee Commis-
stoner in the matter of engazement, control
and dismissal.

Hon. . G. Latham: Not the Public Ser-
viee Commissioner.

The MINISTER VFOR LAXNDS:
that is the meaning of the first part
of the amendment. Regarding paragraph
{21 of the.amendment, the Public Servieo
Commissioner does not appoint any civil
sprvant.  Ie recommnends the Governor to
appoint.  There i= a further weakness that
the hon. member probably has not noticed.
If he substituled the commi-<ioners for th-
Public Service Commissioner, the comunis-
sioners would not only suspend officors hut
would hear the charees asainzt them.

Hon . G Latham: Unider your proposal
there wilk he no appeal.

The MINTISTER TOR LLANDS: The pro-
posal in the Bill is clear. The officers of the
Commonwcalth Bank and of the A~sociated
Banks have been able to obtain very =oad
conditions from the Arbitration Court. anmd
we alo not heur of thetr beine  penalised.

G. Latham: Well, thex voted

\-Eh.
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They do their job and we do not find the
want of diseipline that has oceurred in the
Agricultural Bank.

Hon, C. G. Latham: How do you know
that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
it.

Hon. . ¢ Latham: I know that many
bank officers have been dismissed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
they did not do their job. I know of very
few bank officials who have lost their jobs.

Hon. (. G, Latham: I know that three not
far from where L live were pushed out in
one year.

The Minister for Mines: Their dizmissal
micht have been justified.

JTon. €. (. Latham: Quile so.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: On one
aceasion T received an anonvmous Jetter
aboul an officer and threw it into the waste-
paper bhasket. The general manager asked
to zce il, saving “That is how we et wost
of our information.” The eharge made i
that Jetter was found to be true, but the
nllicer is still in the serviee. I think he pro-
fited hv the experience. 1 do not want to
muke charges against field offieers, bnt T
have always heen eonvinced that they have
had toa much licence, and the member for
Williams-Narrogin knows it.

Mr. Donev: I am not disputing it,

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: The
elause s eszenital, and ¥ think s majority
ot the oflicers of the Bank would welcome
it

Hoen. . G, LATHAM: The Minister has
not made out a case for the retention of the
clanse. He wants the eommissioners to have
the power of dismissal. Under my pro-
posal they will have that power. T did not
sav that the Public Service Commissioner
had anything to do with the appointment
of otaff. I said that men in the Public
Seivice mizht be transferred to the Bank,

amd  that  ofieialx of the Bank might
he transferred  back to  the  serviee.

What I desire to ensure is that the officers
shall still be able to remain in their uniou
or oreanisation. On his left the Minister
ha< ane of the greatest forees for getting
people into unions, but he himself is now
driving men out of g union, as the Civil
Serviee Association may be termed. The
Minixter =ays the officers can form a new
bank union. It it is desived fo weaken a
union, the hest way to do so is to break it
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into small seetions, 1 wn indeed surprised
to hear this suggestion.

The Minister for Employment: He did
not suggest anything of the kind. He said
they could join the existing Bank Officers’
Association.

Hon. ¢. G. LATHAM: This institution
is not a bank. ©On the same argument, why
do not all civil servants join the Bank Offi-
cers’ Union? If ever a volte face was per-
petrated in this Chamber, it has been done
by the Minister for Lands. I hope mem-
bers on the cross benches will see that
these officers are allowed to maintain their
rights. I am prepared to give the Minis-
ter the right to have these men dismissed
and have others appointed, but they in
turn should have the right to remain under
the Public Service Act if they carvy on in
their employment. The excuses of the Min.
ister are so weak that they are not worth
while taking serionsly.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister is
unfair in his attempt to remove officers
from the public service because some have
nof been all we would like them to be. Tt
is a new principle to say that instead of
penalising those who deserve it, we are go-
ing to deny privileges to all who now en-
Joy them. Tt is not eorreect say that the
men have voted for this themselves. We
are taking the responsibility of denying to
these officers that which Parliament has
created for their protection. The doetrine
is a new one in the industrial world. I
am not going to worry about the Bill any
longer. It contains the most extraordinary
provisions. The Minister has heen carried
away by the reports he has received, and
has been unduly influenced by the Royal
Commission, e has lost all sense of pro-
portion.  Royal Commissions should not
influence us to do those things we would
otherwise refrain from doing. I canmnot
stand for this kind of thing, but the major-
ity must rule. This is contrary to every-
thing I have understood until now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member, as well as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, is quite wrong. This does nolb take
away any privileges from the officers.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It takes them from
the proteetion of the Publie Service Act.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They re-
tain all the privileges they have enjoyed
under that Aect.
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: But it takes away
their rights.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. The
officers will not be penalised.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then why remove
them from the protection of the Act?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
maintaining all their privileges, but bringing
them under the control of the commis-
sioners, where they ought to be. Under the
rural bank system of New South Wales,
the officers are all under the control of the
commissioners.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: That does not make
it right here.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Is the
hon. member complaining that these officers
are a little better off than members of
workers’ unions? The shearer has no priv-
ileges. IHe can be put off at a moment’s
notice.

Mr. Patrick: You eannot do that with a
shearer.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The com-
missioners will need the staff of the insti-
tution. They will not think about getting
a new staff, because the present officers
know their job, but they will insist upon
discipline. Nothing unfair towards these
men is being done.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are taking
these men away from the protection of the
Public Service Act.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Let me
tell the hon. member that 90 per cent. of
public servants have no confidence in the
Public Serviece Commissioner. They have
said that by their votes. The hon. mem-
her is out of step. The officers do not re-
quire what he says is neeessary. Thesé
particular men are asking for a change.
Because the discipline is wrong in this
country, I desire to see the system altered.
In the case of this iastitution there has
heen too mueh liberty, too mueh latitude,
and too much freedom. It requires disei-
plining. Tt is essenfial that the eommis-
sioners should have power to discipline the
whole staff. They will then get the work
done.

Clause pnt, and a division taken with the
Tollowing result:—

Ayes
Noes

I I‘_‘-"l.\')
[§%] E =]

Majority for
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AYES.

Mr. Clotbler Mr, Nulsen

Mr. Coverley Mr. Rodoreda

Mr, Cross Mr. F. C. L. 8mith

Mr. Hawhke Mr. Troy

Mr. Hegney Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Kenneally Mr. Wlllcock

Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilson

Mr. McCallum Mr, Withers

Mr. Miliington Mr. Wise

Mr. Moloney Mr. Raphael

Mr. Munsie {Teller.)
NoOES,

Mr. Brockman Mr. Piesse

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Sampson

Mr. Jobpson Mr. Seward

Mr, Reenuo Mr. J. H, Smith

Mr. McDonald Mz, Stubbs

Mr. McLarty Mr. Thorn

Mr Mann Mr, Warner

Mr. Marshall Mr. Welsh

Mr. North Mr. Doney

Mr. Patrick (Teller.)
Pains,

AvVeS. NoEgs.

Mr. Collier Mr. Tatham

Miss Holman Mr, . M. Smith

Mr. Tonkln Mr. Grifitha

Clause thus passed.

Clause 32-—Members of staff engaged and
subiect to dismissal by Commissioners:

Hon. N. KEENAN: T move an amend-
ment—
That the eclause he struck out and a new

clause, to stand as Clanse 32, instead in lieu
ag follows:—

**The commissioners may engage any of the
officers in the empley of the Bank at the eom-
mencement of this Act whose services the com-
missioners desire to retain.

Every officer in the employ of the Bank at the
commencement of this Act whose servieces the
commissionerg do not desire to retain, and who
ig an officer employed under the Public Ser-
vice Act, 1904, shall remain under the control
of the Public Serviee Commissioner, and shall
be eligible for and shall be appointed to any
vacancy in the public service he is fitted to dis-
charge the duties of, and not being lower in
classification and salary than the office held
by him in the employ of the Bank at the com-
mencement of this Act.”?

As the clause stands at present, it means
that any officer the commissioners mav not
desire {o retain in the employ of the Bank
will he dismissed without any consideration
whatever, and I desive that they shall have
an opportunity to secure appointments in
the Public Service when vacancies oceur. I
also suggest that appointments they may
receive shall be not lower in classification
and salary than the positions they held in
the Bank. I do not want men placed in
that position to be thrown on the serap heap,
without any chance in the world of appeatl
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against the treatment meted out fo them.
[ have no desire to interfere with the pro-
per discipline of the new institution that
will be controlled by the commissioners. but
to extend a measure of justice to men who
may he dismissed from their positions
althongh no charge may be levelled against
them. T do not desire to protect those to
whom the Minister referred as heing un-
worthy of consideration, but so long as the
dismissed officer has been honest, has done
his work to the hest of his capacity and
discharged his duty faithfully, he should
have an opportunity to seecure a position
in the service.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I oppose
the amendinent, which, if agreed to, would
do a grievous wrong to public servanis.
The amendment provides that a man whose
services are not retained by the commis-
sioners “shall be eligible for and shall be
appeinted to any vacancy in the Publie
Service he is fitled to discbarge the duties
of.” That means that should a vacancy
occur, one of the dismissed Agricultural
Bank officers will have a prior right to
appointment, although there may be more
capable men in the department concerned
who have been awaiting the opportunity for
advancement for years. The member for
Nedlands says that those men must not have
that opportunity, but someone the comumis-
sioners regard as a “dund” shall receive the
appointment. Ts that what the hon. member
wants?

Hon. N, Keenan: No, I want to extend
a measure of Justice to officers who may he
discharged.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is not
justice, The commissioners may not desive
to make a charge against an officer but
merely to discharge him. Although the
man may bhe a “dud,” he must receive ap-
pointment to any suitable vacaney, and bet-
ter men will he prevented from securing
advancement.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. - 17
Noes .. - ..oo22

Majority against .. 5
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AYES.
Mr. Brockman Mr, Sampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Seward
Mr. Keennr Mr. 3. H Smith
Mr. McDonald Mr. Stubbs
Mr. McLarty Mr. Thorn
Mr. Mann Mr. Warner
Mr. North Mr. Welsh
Mr. Patrick Mr. Doney
Mr. Piesse {Teller.)
Noks.
Mr. Clathisr Mr. Mupsle
Mp, Coverley Mr. XNulsen
Mr, {“rosv Mr, Raphael
Mr. Hawke Mr. Rodoreds
Mr. Hegney Mr. F, C. L. Smith
AMr. Kenbeally Mr, Troy
My, Lamber: Mr. Wans<brough
Mr. MeCallum My Willeoek
'+ Marshall ©OATE Wien
Mr, Milllngton Mr. Withers
Mr. Moloney Mr, Wil
| (Teller.:
Pargs.
AVFS, NoEs.

Mr. Latham
AMr. . M. Smiih
Mr. Griffiths

Mr Cnllier
Wizs T{nlman
Mr. Tonkin

Meewde ont thas neaatived.
Clanse pui anl passed.
Clans < 33 and 3 --agreed to.

Chinze 353--No member of siaff to obtain
an advanes:

How & 6. LATHAM: T move an amend-

¥
e nd -

That the following paragraph be added to
the eliu<i:—* ¢ Xn officer or servant of the com-
missioners <hall take any part in dealing with
or make or b concerned in the making of any
recommendation in eomnection with any appli-
eatipn for wny advance wnder this Aet made by
the father. mother, hrather, sister, or ehild of
such oflicer, or the hushand or wife of sueh
relative,

Penalty: One hudred pounds.”?

T Qo el think the clanse as it stands i~ =uf-
firient to provide for what the Minister has
i azind. The Minister has todd us how
e eer- e beon able to make advances,

The Mini-ter tor Lands: The Ruval Cowe
mis<ion tobl vou,

Hor, 004G LATIHAM: The Minister tolild
n= abont it. | would not bother about tlie
Rovul Connnission.

The Aligi=rer tor Lands: Very well then,
U tald vou!

Hon, €. (. LATHAM: Of courre ths
Minister il What s there to prevent an
offices trva=ferring  property to o -on ov»
davuliter or other near relative, and soeure
what he requires? TLet us do the thing pro-
perly. The amendment will provide that
suel: transietions may not he done throuu:
a relative, That is merely right, T <ee wo

[ASSEMBLY.]

reason why the persons mentioned in the
amendinent should not transact husiness
with the Bank, but such business should not
he done through a relative.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Why not
in¢lude half-brother and half-sister, grand-
father and grandmother, or even flanceé?
Why not embrace the whole lot¥ If the
hon. member will move his amendment to
the penal clause, T will aceept it, but I
thonght the provision in the eclanse suffi-
cient.

Mr. Patrick: What about a son 16 years
of age?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I would
leave it to the administration. No officer
of honour would make an advanee to any
relative,

The CHATRMAN: I consider the amend-
ment should be moved to the penal clause.

Hon. G. G. LATHAM: Tt is very difficult
to detect relationship. No doubt in the
Minister’s eleetorate there are people of the
same name who are unrelated. As the Min-
ister has offered to acecept the amendment,
I believe there must be something wrong
with it, and so I ask leave to withdraw it.

Leave refused.
Amendment put and negatived.

Clause 36—Administration of certain Aets
transferred to commissioners:

Mr. THORN: The Discharged Soldiers’
Seftlement Aet provides for a separate hoard
on which Colonel Denton has heen the rep-
resentative of the soldier settlers. Does the
Minister intend to give soldier settlers rep.
resentation on the commission?

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: T da
not.

Mv. Thorn: Why not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Becaus-
there is no need for it. Repatristion was
finished years ago. Colonel
very good officer, a gentleman for whom I
have great respert, but really he is not
needed there. T told the soldier settlers that.

Mr. THORN: Will the withdrawing of
such representation have any effect on the
interest rates to be charged to soldier set-
tlers?

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. THORXN : Will the soldier settlers coun-
linue to reecive the same treafment?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The sol-
dlier <ettlers will be under the Discharged

ety e 0
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Soldiers" Settlewent .‘ct, and all the privi-
leges they now enjoy will he retained by
them,

AMr. WARNER:  Will the lhschavged
Soldiess” Retilement et be vepealed ?

The Misdsier for Lands: No.

Mr, WALNELR: Under that Aet are not
the soldier seitier~ cutitled fo have a mem-
ber on the board !

Alr. PIESSE: Lhe Minister intends tv de-
prive the soldier sertlers ol representa-
tion which they have had for a consider-
ahle time. While the provisior remains
in the Discharged Soldic~" Se il nent et
there will be mueh miseonception amongst
soldier settlers. I was deputed by eertain
soldier settlers to inquire whether the Gov-
ernment infend io substitute svme otner
kind ol representation. The prescnt hoard
consist of four members, the Manuazming
Trastee of the Bank being chairman, The
buard have wide powers in the matter of
recommending assistance,

The Minister for Tands: A soldier seitler
cannot get assistance in excess oi” £2,500.

Mr, PIESST: The proposal will eause
a lot of disecontent amongst soldier settlers,
who*will not feel disposed to relinguish
this right without having some as:uranece
from the Minister that they will be pro-
teeled wnder the new measure.

Mr. DONEY: There appears to be as
mueh work for soldicr settlers as there was
when Colonel Denton was appointed. When-
ever I have had occeasion to see the trustees,
there has always appeared to be ample work
to keep Colonel Denton husy.-

Hon. C. €. LATHAM: Seetion 3 of the
Discharged Seldiers’ Land Settlement Aet,
1919, lays down that the Aect shall under
the eontrel of the Alinister be administered
by the Discharged Soldiers’ Land Settle-
ment Board. This board consists of four
members, one of whom is a diseharged
soldier, and another is a person not an
oflicer of the Public Service. T do not sec
how the Minister is going to transfer these
administrative powers to the Bank commis.
sioners, and =ay he is not going to give
efflect to the Discharged Soldiers’ Land
Settlement Aet, without first vepealive the
section T have quofed. T intend to see that
fhe returned =oldiers do have representa-
tion en the board, if the Act still provides
for that. Whilst it is in existence thev
¢an ] mmand such representation.
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My, Piesse: IF this elause is carrvied the
returned soldiers will not have even the
Alinister to act gn their behali.

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: What
work has the vepresentative o) the veturme
suldiers to do on the boaxd!

Hon, . (. Latham: He is looking alter
the intercsts of the retuned soldiers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: How does
lie do that? There 1s no wmeney Tor repat-
riation, and no =oldivr=< are heing repatri-
ated.  Does the ropresentative nerely look
on whilst Blee e “weine dealt with?

Mr, Thuev: e v anhd vp e Dy
the dizeussian< and influence the position.

The AINTISTER TFOR LANDS: (Culonel
Denton does virtua'ly nothine, e witends
only oecasionally.  The only v etion In
which he eould have any inlluence would
he in the few eases ol dispossession. That
never ogeurs exeepf ax a laaf exteemity,
have heard returned soldiers attack Colonel
Denten hecause they said he had agreed to
certain dispos<essions. The facls were there,
and he counld not do otherwise. Is it eon-
sidered that the commissioners will be hard
an the returned soliders? 1lave nat these
men a powerful organisation behind them,
and an atmosphere in thr e nnmunity that
is in their favour? Their exccutive has
oceasion frequently to se» e, QOur asso-
ciation has heen always of the happiest, and
we have never had the shightest friction. 1
can take it intoe my eonfidence and it ean
take me into its confidence. TUnder the Rill
the administration is heing taken over hy
the commissioners. Is it now proposed to
carry a man who is not rvequired? The ve-
twrned soldiers ean see the commissioners,
and bring their influcace to bear upon them.
This measare will supersede the old hoard.
The returned soldiers will not be dispos-
sesserl of any privileges or prerogative, for
theze will all be retained in the Bill.

Alr. THORY: We have made no charge
against the Minister or Colonel Denton. Al
that the returned soldiers ronnive is the
~ame representation they had before, 2
that their viewpoint may be advanced. The
Minister savs Colonel Denton’s judement has
been disagreed with. That is to be expected
in any land settlement scheme. We are nol
eomplaining about that. for we have faith
in Colonel Denton. When the Minister ix
appointing the commissioners he rould
choose quite a capable returned soldier to
make one of the three. T am not, however,

_:ui!l :I'
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pressing the matter, for returned soldiers
have never vet pressed anything in this
House.

Mr. PIESSE: Any communications I
have had with the Minister eoncerning sol-
dier setflers have always been of a happy
nature. He is sympathetic towards them,
and has done a lot for them, In this case
be is handing over all these powers to the
commissioners. It is just as well that mem-
bers should know what is being done, and
that in future there will be no Soldiers’
Land Settlement Board.

Mr. MOLONEY: Colonel Denton’s name
having been featured in connection with the
representation of returned soldiers on the
hoard, I join issue with the member for
Toodyay. Colonel Denton may be em-
ploved in other directions. He is a man of
the greatest probity, and I have the ntmost
respect for him. T am not concerned with
the individual, but am concerned with the
principle involved. The Minister has said that
there may be one or two cases of disposses-
sion. To some people dispossession may
not be a vital matter, but it is utterly vital
when it means being deprived of everything
one possesses. 1 realise that the Govern-
ment are perfectly sympathetic towards the
returned soldiers. There may be a little
for a soldier representative to do, but T am
jealous of that representation. I shall not
vote for the proposed surrender of it. T
cannot subseribe to anything that will be
to the detriment of returned soldiers. I re-
peat that T am net wedded to representa-
tion by any particular person, especially if
the person is remuneratively emploved in
another quarter.

My. DONEY: I readily agree, as do all
returned soldier members of the Chamber,
that the Minister’s intentions towards re-
turned soldiers are entirely good. Colonel
Denton may not invariably have satisfied
the returned soldiers, but even his prede-
cessor did not succeed to that extent. How-
ever, the returned soldiers have not indicated
that they do not desire any representation,
Have they ever advised the Minister to that
effect? I am glad to have the hon. gentle-
man’s assnranee that the slightly better in-
terest 1ates conceded to returned soldier set-
tlers will continue under the new coantrol.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Does the Bill re.
peal Section 5 of the Discharged Soldiers’
Settlement Act, which deals with the ap-
pointment of the hoard?

[ASSEMBLY.)

The MINISTER FUOR LANDS: Yes.
The Bill, however, gives the returned sol-
diers every privilege and advantage they
have enjoyed hitherto.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But it does repeal
Section 5 of that Aet?

The JMINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes
Hon. members are nnduly alarmed. The
Returned Soldiers' Association saw me about
the Bill, and 1 told them the board wouly
go. 1 heard no dissent from them as to
that, though 1 do not say they favour the
abolition of the board. Colonel Denton is
the representative of the soldiers. He is a
man for whom I entertain the greatest re-
spect and in whom I have every confidence.

Returned soldiers will suffer nothing
whatever by this legislation. The asso-
ciation know of the Bill, and they

aie not alarmed. [ told them the eommis-
sivners would take over the duties of the
board. The Aect itself cannot be repealed,
and 1t safeguards all the advantages and
eoneessions the returned soldiers now enjoy.
Moreover, they have an association number-
ing about 8,000, and o good deal of public
support,

Mr. THORN: ! am not criticising the
Minister at all. 1 sbate frankly thate the
Retuwrned Soldiers Land Committee have
advised me of all their interviews with the
hon. gentleman. They have invariably
statecd that he has been perfectly Tair with
them, However, Section 5 of the Aet pro-
vides for representation of returned sol-
diers. I want the Minister to understand
that this Bill empowers two men to take
control of the whole of soldier settlement.
Once the twa commissioners are appeinted.
the Minister will Jose control of the matter,
This is not a question of Colonel Denton;
ihe Minister may appoint whom he thinks
fit. IHowever, the refurned soldiers do de-
sire to retain their representation. Many
questions arise in conmection with soldier
settiement. There has been no repatriation
for years, bui soldier settlement still has
its problems. They do not want to lose that
representation. There are still some respon-
sihilities that have to be shouldered. T do
not want anyone in particular to be ap-
pointed. T suggest to the Minister that he
agrees to give the returned soldiers the rep-
resentation sought. If the Alinister were
still to be in charge, we would judge him
on hizs past performances, hut he intends
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to band over the full responsibility to two
commissioners and to deprive the returned
soldiers of their special representatinn.
There will be much to be done in the future.
I do not urge representation for returned
soldiers from a selfish point of view, but
beeause the Diseharged Soldiers’ Settlement
Aect*provides for that representation.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: When the soldiers
left Western Australia, the Government—
vne Government eommit their successors to
a certain extent—gave them an undertaking
to do certain things. They carried out their
promise and the Discharged Soldiers’ Set-
tlement Act was passed. Under that legis-
lation & board of four was created, and one
of the members of that body was a returned
soldier, The marginal note to paragraph
{b) reads—*Commissioners exercise powers
of the several bodies corporate or Ministers
formerly controlling transferred activities.”
That means thaf the Minister will appoint
two commissioners who will have sole con-
trol, and the Minister himself will have ab-
solutely no say in future. He has informed
the Committee very definitely that he pro-
poses to throw upon the commissioners the
whole responsibility respecting these various
activities. Who will they be? Y know there
are guite a lot of people who think the re-
turned soldiers have received far too goorl
a deal.

Mr. Withers: The two men appointed as
crmmissioners may be returned soldiers.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In that event
there will be nothing to complain about. The
Minister says that repatriation has ceased,
but there is the larger problem of
rebabilitation to be faced. The great-
est difficulty will be experienced in
rehabilitating the soldier settlers beeause
so many have been placed on repurchased
properties on which a large debt hag been
built up. It will all depend on the treat-
ment meted out by the commissioner.

Mr. Hegney: Who put the seldiers on
the repurchased properties?

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Who inflicted that
injustice upon them$

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: We know the
men are there: we are not concerned about
whe pot them there. We desire to do the
very hest possible for them, and I consider
the returned men should have representa-
tion. Doubtless the Minister made it clear
to the Returned Soldiers’ League that the
commissioners would take over the control
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of these activities, but I am sure the League
had no idea that the representation of re-
turned men was to be dispensed with, If
the Minister agrees io special representa-
tion for the returned men, it will make for
greater confidence and increased satisfac-
tion. I ask the Minister to allow the
returned soldiers to have representation so
long as the rehabilitation of soldier setilers
has to be faced.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I want
the Committee to understand that there was
every justification for the appointment of
the board under the Discharged Soldiers’
Settlement Act. It was the period of repa-
triation and the job of placing thousands of
men on the land had to be taken in hand.
That job was finished years ago. There
is nothing for the board to do now, except
to offer an opinion when certain cases have
to be dealt with. Will it be suggested that
that system must continue for all time, al-
though the job has been completed? The
member for Toodyay talked about problems
yet to be faced. What are they? The means
by which such problems san be solved are
provided in the Bill.

Mr. Warner: There may be a lot more
trouble when this legislation becomes oper-
ative,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All that
the returned soldiers are entitled to is cov-
ered by the Bill. I am afraid their request
for special representation is based on senti-
mental reasons.

My. Thorn: There is nothing sentimental
about it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
there is. All the rights of returned soldiers
are reserved to them and any problems that
arise can be dealt with under the Bill

Mr. Hegney: How frequently do the
members of the Discharged Soldiers’ Settle-
ment Board meet now?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
say offhand.

Hon, C. G. Latham: They meet practic-
ally every week.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Re-

turned soldiers enjoy a rent conees-
sion from the Lands Department, but
there are many returned soldiers who

think it should be ended. ¥ have
been advised, not by the Government or
Government members, but by others, to
introduce legislation to put an end to it,
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because it has been going on from year to
year.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Some people would
do away with soldiers’ pensions.

The MINISTER. FOR LANDS: But the
returned koldiers themselves have asked
for this. They do not want any undue
privileges. So, as I say, this board fin-
ished its job years ago. If the Federal
(Government come along and say, ‘*The re-
turned soldiers are still our charge,”’ well
and good, but under this Bill they cannot
get any more than they have.

Mr. Thorn; There is no doubt they are
going to be dispossessed, the same as other
settlers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Leader of the Opposition spoke of repur-
chased estates; but they wiil not be admin-
istered by the commissioners.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What about the ad-
justment of the debts of settlers on re-
purchased estates?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The re-
purchased estates on which returned sol-
diers are settled are being ron by the Lands
Department.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Their rents are paid
under the Industries Assistance Act.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It does
not matter who pays their rents. There
is now before the House, legislation provid-
ing for the revaluation of repurchased es-
tates, and that legislation gives the Lands
Department power to do the revaluation.
I have no desire that returned soldiers
should pot get a fair deal; they are en-
titled to what they have, and T am sure they
are not alarmed about this.

Clause put and passed.
Clausg 37—Power to make advances:
Hon. N, KEENAN: I move an amend-

ment—

That in line 2 of paragraph (b), after
‘‘lands,’’ the words ‘'and/or superphosphates,
and/or ¢haff or wheat hags’' be inserted.

It would ba very useful to retain power for
the commissioners to make such advances.
Mr, PIESSE: I move an amendment on
the amendment—
That ‘‘superphosphates’’ be struck out with
a view to inserting the word ‘ffertilisers.”’
Amendment on the amendment put and
passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. PIESSE: I move—

That the word ‘‘fertilisers’’ be inserted im
Yieu of the word struek out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
accept the amendment. It is not proposed
to make the Bank a seasonal credit institu-
tion.

Hon. N. Keenan: What is stock? i}

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is not
seasonal eredit. If seasonal credit is to be
given, it must be given by the Industries
Assistanee Board, not by the Bank. The
Bank is for developing and rehabilitating
the industry, and I do not want it to issue
seasonal credits. Under paragraph (e} the
commissioners will have power to advance
for any other purpose which in their judg-
ment is desirable, and that is all that is
necessary. As for the insertion of the
word “fertilisers,” I am not going to per-
mit the Bank to make a soft position for
fertiliser firms by giving advances for fer-
tilisers. I say let the fertiliser firms them-
selves provide seasonal eredit. If the com-
missioners desire to give seasonal credit, it
ean be done through the Industries Assis-
tance Board.

Mr. DONEY: In view of the Minister’s
interpretation of paragraph (e), that is as
much as we want. We might advance wool
sacks. and food supplies, and medieal sup-
plies, and still we should not meet all the
normul needs of the farmer. .

Amendment on and
negatived.

amendment put

Amendment as previonsly amended put
and negatived.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Paragraph (d)
provides that advances may he made to en-
able a settler to erect a dwelling house for
himself. He may desire to ercet a house
for a married couple.

Mr. Doney: Or for a manager.

Hon, C. &. LATHAM: Yes. Some time
ago we were endeavouring to get married
people to undertake work in the country. I
move an amendment—

That in paragraph (1) the words ‘‘ for him-
self?’ be struck out,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
no ohjection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 38—agreed to.
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Clause 39—Persons over 16 may obtain
advances:

Hon. N, KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘may,’’ in line 2, the words
‘““with the eonsent in writing of his legal
guardian’? be imserted.

The Land Act provides that a person under
21 years of age may morigage conditional
purchase land, but this clanse will extend
it to freehold or any kind of estate. It is
not a good principle to allow minors the
right to mortgage their property without
the consent of their legal guardian, becaussz
it might lead to disastrous results. If the
transaction would be to the advantage of
the minor, there is no question that the con-
sent of the guardian would be obtained.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can-
not accept the amendment, because it would
create an invidious position. Conditional
purchase land may be mortgaged by minors
to the Bapk, or to any other institution.
The amendment would not prevent a minor
from mortgaging his freehold to any other
person.

Hon. N. Keenan: How could he mort-
gage it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He
could mortgage land under the Land Act.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That wenld not he
fee simple land.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 desire
this power particularly becanse all group
settlement land is freehold.  Some group
settlers have large families, and to enable
them to ecarry sufficient stock to keep the
family, we provide a block for a promising
son and he and the father work together.
The bloek, however, is in the son’s name as
freechold. Tt is a distinet advantage to
have sons settled on the land and growing
up in that atmosphere, and I do not wish
anything to interfere with that arrangemen-.
The boys mortgage their blocks to the Bank.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause puf and passed.

Clause 40—Commissioners must be satis-
fied as to certain conditions before making
advances:

Hon, N. KEENAN: There is no need for
paragraph (b). Is it not extraordinary to lay
down in the Bill that the commissioners are
to satisfy themselves before they make an
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advance that there is reasonable prospect
of its being used to good purpose?
The Minister for Lands: It is necessary.

Hon. N. EKEENAN: Does the Min-
ister think he is stating any more
than that the commissioners are ex-
pected to do their duty? Is there

any necessity for saying that the eommis-
sioners are to satisfy themselves that the
applicant has reasonable prospects of de-
veloping his land suecessfully before they
advance him any money? If we can con-
ccive that they will de anything less than
that, we should throw the Bill out of the
window. The Minister made a spirited
request that the commissioners should be
given a free hand to earry on the Bank
along the lines that would appeal to them.
He now wants this silly provision put in,
that they shall not iend money to a setbtler
unless they are satisfied he will spend it in
a proper manner. I move an amendment—

That paragraph (b) be struck out.

Mr. DONEY: I am sure the Minister does
not wish to burden his Bill with a lot of
useless matter, Surely the commissioners
will stand in need of no instruction of this

kind. Tt is a waste of ink to diseuss the
obvious in this matter. It is kindergarten
talk. .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
grateful for the compliment paid by the
member for Nedlands when he calls this a
silly provision. It would be a silly thing
not to pmt it in. It has been said that the
trustees have had to accept any settler the
Government liked to put upon the land.

Mr. Pairick: Because the Lands Depart-
ment allowed them to take nup blocks.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Bank
did not want to go into the Bullfinch area.
The settlers signed a declaration that, if
they were given the land, they would require
no assistance. When they got there, they
made it a political question and called upon
the Mitchell Government to help them.
Against its will, the Bank had to take them
on as its clients.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Will this provisiop
alter that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, it
will be a direetion to the trustees on this
very important subject. Settlers take up
land through the Lands Department and the
Bank may refuse to grani them an advance.
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1t is immediately stated that the wen are
being persecuted. By this provision the
commissioners will have the protection of an
Act of Parliament if they refuse an advance.
1 have a file here showing what has hap-
pened in numbers of cases. One settler on
a certain estate deliberately robbed the Bank.,
He then went to a new distriet and took up
more land,

Mr. Patrick: But you say you are taking
these men away from political influence.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Under
this provision the commissioners will be pro-
tected when they decline to advance money
in eases of this sort. They will not have to
do it any more. This has not been put into
the Bill stupidly, as suggested by the mem-
ber for Nedlands. The settler I have re-
ferred to took down the Bank, and became a
client again.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is the Minister going
to lay that file on the Table?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T would
not mind doing that. I{ would make good
reading,

Hon. C. G. Latham: It would show who
made the recommendation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The file
shows that this settler took down the depart-
ment, and hoodwinked it on gnother occa-
sion. When he had beaten the Bank, he was
taken on on another basis. The inspector
reports to the effect that he has been rob-
bing the Bank for years, and will continune
to do so whilst opportunities such as are
presented to him are given fo him. He adds
that it is useless to endeavour to deal witHf
this man on a percentage basis, that there is
ne hope of obtaining a fair deal from him,
and that the Bank is optimistic if it expects
to get a fair return from him. Seitlers have
been supplied with super, refused to spread
it, and have been taken on to sustenance.
Settlers have sold their stock and detectives
have been sent after them. Others have sold
their wheat and beaten the Bank, And yet
we are told this is a silly provision. The
personal equation is most important. The
managers of Associated Banks are always
told to take notice of that factor.

Mr. Thorn: You do not say that members
of Parliament have assisted to get these men
out of their troubles.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: The hon.
member knows I have not said that.

Mr. Thorn: Someone said it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
an instruction from Parliament to the com-
missioners that the personal equation must
receive consideration, The member .for
Nedlands thinks this & good opporfunity to
exercise his caustic wit. Does not he have
regard to the personal equationd Does he
want the institution in the future, as in the
past, to aceept any kind of man? If this
instruetion had obtained previously, there
would not have been the present trouble.
By these words Parliament tells the com-
missioners that before making an advance
they must be satisfed that the applicant
has reasonable prospects of developing his
land sueeessfully and that he is deserving
of the advance.

Hon. N, Keenan: Would not the commis-
sioners have that power without those
words ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The trus-
tees have complained that in the absence
of those words they were eompelled to ac-
cept any kind of applieant. Is not that
their defence? Is not that the defence
put up for them by hon. members oppo-
site?  Sueh a policy will no longer be
the policy of the country if the words are
retained.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM : Aceepting the Min-
ister’s word, I am absolutely convineed that
not one officer of the Bank should be re-
tained. Ever since the Bill hag been before
Parliament, the Minister has made charges
against all the officers, with the possible
exveption of two whom the Royal Commiys-
sioners declared to be quite all right. The
Minister has told us that the trustees have
not controlled the staff, that recommenda-
tions have been made and not earried out,
that advances have been granted against
{te advice of the field officers. Knowing
the field officers, I say that charge is un-
reasonable and unfair. It is absard to
include such verbiage in an Aect of Parlia-
ment. We might as well set out all that
the commissioners may do and all that they
must not do. The words are an intimation
that the commissioners to be appointed will
not be men of cominon sense.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If the inscrtion of the
words was necessary in order to give the
commissioners power to refuse an applica-
tion by some person who had no reasonable
prospects of developing his land success-
fully, or was not deserving of such advance,
then I would willingly withdraw any oppo-
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sition on my part to the words appearing
in the Bill. However, under paragraph
(b) of Clause 6 the commissioners are given
power to consider and determine applica-
tions for advances, and to make advances
to persons engaged in rural industry, sub-
ject to the prescribed security. Therefore
these words are not necessary in order that
the commissioners may have power to re-
fuse in the case of an applicant who had not
reasonable prospects of developing his land
successfully.

Mr. Lambert: What is the danger in
allowing the words to remain?

Hon. N. KEENAN: They are a mere
pious opinien, and to retain them will make
us objects of contempt. If the Minister
insists on retaining this sort of stuff in his
Bill, let him do so; but at all events let us
protest against the Bill being overloaded
with language of this kind, which is wholly
unnecessary.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Some hon. members
first complain that the commissioners are to
be clothed with wonderful powers, and then
complain that the diseretion of the com-
missioners is taken away. I see mo objec-
tion to the retention of the words.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. . 13
Noes 25
Majority against .. 12
AYVES.
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Piesse
Mr. Keepan Mr. Sampson
Mr. McDonald Mr, Sewsrd
Mr. McLarly Mr. Thorn
Mr. Mann Mr. Welsh
Mr. North Mr. Doney
Mr. Patrick (Teller.)
Nnxg
Mr. Brockman Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Clothler Mr. Radoreda
Mr. Coverley Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Cross Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr. Hawke Mr. Troy
Mr. Hegney Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Warner
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr. MeCallum Mr. Wilson
Mr. Marshall Mr., Wise
Mr. M'Nlingtnn Mr. Withera
Mr. Moloney Mr. Raphael
A{r. Munsia (Teller.)
Paira.
AYPB. NoEs.
Mr. Latham Mr. Callier
Mr. J. M, Smith Miss Holman
Mr. Grifiths Mr. TFonkin

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.
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Clanse 41—Security:
Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I move an amend-
ment—

That the following proviso be added to Sub-
cause (e):—*‘Provided that the commission-
ers may advance up to the whole of the rea.
sonable cost of improvements proposed te be
carricd out, if such advance together with the
existing debt of the borrower to the commis-
sioners shall not in the aggregnte exceed 70 per
per cent. of the total value of the fixed im-
provements on the land of the borrower over
which security is heid.”’

There may be a wide margin in tavour of
the Bank, and the settler may require to pot
down a dam, which will probably eost him
£150 in eash. Tf he can secure an advance
of 70 per cent. only from the Bank, he will
have to find a considerable sum of money.
In the event of there being a sufficient mar-
gin of security, the commissioners should
have discretionary power to advance the
whole of the expenditure necessary. Many
settlers are now eking out an existence
owing fo their inability to run stock. We
should enable them to secure advances from
the Bank to assist them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I sug-
gest to the Leader of the Opposition that
he withdraws his amendment and I will
move to insert a new clause that will meet
bis requirements.

Hon., C. G, LATHAM: I will accept the
Minister’s proposal, and heg leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move
an amendment—

That paragraph (¢) Dbe struck out, and ths
following paragraph inserted in lieu:—' Where
an advance is required to cnable the applicant
te purchase machinery, stoek, and/or plant, or
to excavate a2 dam to an amount in exeess of
the value or reasonable cost of such machinery,
stock, and/or plant or dam, and where an ad-
vance is required for improvements other than
for the excavation of a dam as aforesaid, to
an amount in excess of 70 per cent, of the
reagonable cost of the improvements proposed
to he earried out.’?

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. X. KEENAN: I move an amend-
metit—

That in lines 1 and 2 of subparagraph (ii)
of paragraph (d) the words ‘'of the commis-
sioners’? he struck out.

As the provision s now framed, the client
if he wishes to re-establish himself must
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do so on lands in the possession of the
commissioners. In most cases that would
mean abandoned farms, The client should
be allowed to take up new land from the
Crown, of course with the approval of the
eommissioners.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment, if earried, would mean that any
person could take up another piece of land
and ask the commissioners to advanee on it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It does not say they
must advance on it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is not
desirable that the Bank shall use its money
to re-establish a seitler on some other land.
It must be on the land of the commissioners.

Hon. N. Ieenan: What about other
Crown lands?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To-day
the trustees have about 1,500 abandoned
farms. In any rehabilitation it may be
neeessary to link up two or three locations.
The commissioners will not have funds to
re-establish a settler on land other than that
in their own possession.

Hon. N. Keenan: It means an abandoned
farm.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Abandoned farms carry Bank morigages,
and it is not desirable that the commission-
ers should re-establish a client on other
lands.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There are some
places, particularly in the area of the 3,500
farms scheme, whera thera ara Crowe lands
and, as the Minister says, it may be neees-
sary to enlarge those holdings.

The Minister for Lands: There are no
Crown lands down there.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Yes, quite a num-
ber which have reverted to the Land3 De-
partment. We are giving to the commis-
sioners diseretionary power, but after all it
is of no use tying them down too much.
In the Sonth-West it may be necessary to
get a piece of Crown land outside the group
settlement areas. I think we should leave
this diseretionary power to the commis-
sioners,

Mr. BROCKMAN: Does it mean that if
a man takes up Crown land, the c¢ommijs-
sioners will not he allowed to advance on
it?

The Minister for Lands: Oh, ne!

Mr. BROCEMAN: Adjoining many hold-
ings are very good pieces of Crown land

[ASSEMBLY.]

which will have to be added to those hold-
ings, Will not the man taking up such a
piece of land be able to get an advanee?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course, The Aet provides that a settler ean
get advances up to £2,000, and a soldier
settler up to £2,500. A settler can take up
any Crown land and get an advance on it,
but not beyond the £2,000. Al the
abandoned properties lying idle are in the
care of the commissioners. That is why
those words are there.

Amendment put and negatived,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : T move an amend-

ment—

That at the end of sub-paragraph (iil) of
paragraph (d) the worda ‘‘but not exceeding
an additional one thousand pounds’’ be in-
seried.

So far the Minister has been setting out de-
finite instruetions on minor details of ad-
ministration, but the big things he has left
alone.  Under the Bill the ecommissioners
may advance up to any sum they like; there
is no limit. The commissioners will have a
seven-years appointment and there will be
ao control by this House. The Bill pro-
vides for a limit of £2,000, and then fol-
lows a provision that the commissioners may
exceed it. If & seifler were already in-
debted to the extent of £2,000, I would not
advance more than an additional £500, baot
that may be insufficient in some instances
and su 1 suggest £1,000, No Luuu-acre bloek
in the agrieultural areas that I know of
could to-day carry an indebtedness of £3,000
and pay interest and working expenses.

Mr. Wansbrough: How do you account
for the large amount of some of the mort-
gages?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : They were granted
in the boom years and the officers are now
being blamed for what has happened. The
least we should do is to limit the amount of
the additional advance.

Mr. THORN: I hope the Minister will
accept the adviee of the Leader of the Op-
position. Unlimited advancing has landed
settlers in their present trouble. To fix the
advance at £2,000 and leave it to the dis-
cretion of the eommissioners to advance any
additional sum without limit is farcical. The
Minister would he rendering the settlers u
great service if he limited the amount of the
additional advance.
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Mr, BROCKMAN: Whal would be the
position of a man turned off his holding if
le took up Crown land? Could he get an
advance?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Reply-
ing first to tbe member for Sussex, it would
depend on the commission, provided the per-
sonal equation was satisfactory. The Leader
of the Opposition 13 wrong in saying that
the commissioners would have unlimited
power. Additional advanees may be mada
only with the approval of the Governor. The
Minister and the Treasurer must approve
of any excess.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T think you are using
the wrong notes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, the
approval of the Governor is distinetly pro-
vided for in sub-paragraph (iii).

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: The Governor
has nothing to do with the expenditure of
money. The commissioners may put up 100
blocks, and say they want additional money
to settle them. The application then goes
to the Treasury, who initials it before des-
patch to the Governor.

The Minister for Lands: You have had
that experience, have you?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have followed
some of the Minister's experiences. Wil
the Treasurer search the records of the
Bank, or make a field inspection, or peruse
all the files? This is a matter that ought
to be determined by the people’s House.
We know whai Governors have done in the
past. Take the advances for the building
of the manganese railway and other things.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member mnst
not reflect upon His Excellency.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: His Excellency
does what Executive Council advises him
to do. The Governor means the Treasurer.
[f a thorough investigation had in the past
been made into advanees to industries, our
financial position would not be as bad as it
is. The Minister is giving greater control
to the Treasurer than is being given to Par-
liament. We ought to limit the amount of
advence to £2,000, and provide that author.
ity shall be sought for anvthing over that,
up to say £3,000.

Mr. McDONALD : The Government desire
to lay down the code the commissioners are
to observe. Thev are to be told exactly
how far they may go. If we are to follow
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out that principle, we should tell them also
what the maximum advanee is to be.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I am amazed
that the Minister, who is supposed to be
the most cantions man in the State, should
refuse to accept the amendment. In prae-
tically all the clauses we have passed the
Minister has tied down the commissioners
in every way. He has instructed them how
to dot their i’'s and eross their t's. He now
throws his caution to the winds, and says
the commissioners may advance to their
clients as much as they like. When a genu-
ine attempt is made to improve the Bill the
Minister should agree. In another place
members may be expected to take reason-
able preceautions to render this Bill work-
able. There is enough eommonsense there
to cause members to do this. The Minister
should not be so pigheaded as to refuse to
accept any amendment from the Opposi-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Leader of the Opposition cannot be serious
when he gives his experiences of the Treas-
urer’s duties. Did he merely initial papers
and send them on to the Governor? Did he
inquire into every matter before he signed
a paper? If he did net, it is what he
should have done.

Hon, C. (. Latham: From whom did I
take adviece as to writing off? From the
oftieers. I could not investigate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Without
the consent of the Under Treasnrer’s deputy,
no writing off will fake place under this
Bill.  And beyond the Under Treasurer’s
deputy again, there 15 the Treasurer. T do
not think any Minister on this side of the
Chamber has carried out his duties with such
irresponsibility as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition attributes to bimself.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I shall speak pre-
sently. If wyou continne in that strain, I
shall not let vou get away with it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Even in
the case of a proposed purchase of, say,
window sashes for a group seftler, I ask
first, “Have you got the money?” Did not
the Leader of the Opposition, when in office,
do thoze things? Did he merely initial re-
quisitions without bothering further?

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are patting in
half an hour misrepresenting me, so that I
will get up and stonewall your Bill!
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The -MINISTER, FOR LANDS: Under
the Bill, the matter is properly safeguarded
in every respect. I thank the member for
Irwin-Moore for saying 1 am cautious. T
shall be cautious in this respeet, too.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The Minister
talked about careful investigation before
authorising the purchase of window sashes
for a group settler. What did he do exeept
ask his officers? If the Minister treated
them as he treats members, of course he
refused their proposals. The Minister will
not get away with saying that I was irre-
sponsible in my office. I was no more
irresponsible than the hon. gentleman is.
However, I know what happens in regard
to Executive Council minutes. An officer
comes along with them and waits for them,
and of eourse he gives the Minister all the
information the Minister requires. But thst
officer is the man who has put up the
minutes.

The Minister for Lands: Is he? I make
Inuirics.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM : The Minister has
only one department. I do not know how
the Acting Premier gets on with two or three
departments. I venture to say he is kept
prefty busy with files. There is a new
departure in the Bill. The Aet limits the
authority of the Bank trustees to £2,000,
and we have got into enough trouble with
that maximum of £2,000. The Bill hands
over to the ecommissioners, subject to the
approval of the Governor, unlimited author-
ity, authority to advance as muech as they
like, If this Chamber will not accept the
responsibility of fixing a limit, then some
other place must do it. We have heard what
is the trouble with the Bank. T shall divide
the Committec on the matter.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 15
Noes 23
Majority against 8
AYES,
Mr. Brockman Mr. Piesse
Mr., Ferguson ¥r. Sampson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Seward
Mr. Mann Mr. Thorn
Mr. McDonald Mr. Warner
Mr. McLarty . Mr. Welsh
Mr. North Mr. Doney

Me. Patrick (TPelier.)

[ASSEMBLY.)

Nozs,
Mr, Clothler Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Coverley Mr. Raphael
Mr. Croas Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Hawka Mr. I, C. L. Smith
Mr. Hegney Mr. J, H. Smitn
Mr. Kenpeslly Mr. Troy
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. McCallum Mr. Wilson
Mr. Millington Mr. Wise
Mr. Moloney Mr. Withera
Mr. Munsis Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Needham (Teller.)
Palra.
AYES, NoEgs,
Mr. Latham Mr. Collier
Mr. J. M, Smith Mies Holmad
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Tonkln

Amendment thus negatived; the clause,
ns previously amended, agreed to.

Clauses 42, 43—agreed to.
Clauge 44-—Terms of repayment:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added to the clause:—
¢¢ Any advance paid off at an carlier date than
provided by the term of the advance may be
re-advanced for a term to expire not {later
than the date of repayment provided in the
original term of the advance, if in the opinion
of the commissioners such re-advance is de-
sirable.!?

If a client has some money which he does
not require for the time being, he may pay
it into the Bank to clear his overdraft, or
to repay an advance made against his pro-
perty. He would do that if he felt that
at some future time he could get an advance
in the event of his requiring it. If he dis-
chavges a wwurigage, of course he canbol
expect the commissioners {o lend him the
money again; but in other circumstances the
amendment wounld encourage the farmer to
be thrifty,

[Mr. Hegney took the Chair)

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
cage put up by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion may seem reasonable, bub the second
mortgagee may not agree. What if the
client paid the amount off, and then went
to one of the Associated Banks? Then again,
part of the mortgage may still exist.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am afraid the
advice tendered to the Minister by his offi-
cers is with the object of inducing him to
refuse to agree to alterations. There is
nothing obligatory about the amendment. It
does not say that the commissioners must
make the advance; they will have to protect
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the security. The amendment is reasonable.
If a client were to secure an advance from
an Associated Bank, I would not suggest
that the Agricultural Bank should make him
further advances.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
no very strong objection to offer.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But vour officers
have an objection, apparently.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 will
look into the matter, and if I can meet the
Leader of the Opposition T will be glad to
do so.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 45—TInterest payable half-yearly:

Mr. SEWARD: I would like the Minis-
ter to consider altering the months when
interest is payable from January and July
to March and Sepftember. Harvest proceeds
are not in hand by the 1st January, and
therefore the farmer is usually not in a
position to pay his interest that month.
Similarly July is a month of lowest returns,
whereas in Seplember the farmer will pos-
sibly have his returns from wool or from
sheep off shears. The alteration I sug-
gest would be of great convenience to far-
mers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member will allow fhat matter to re-
main in abeyance, I will look into it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ¢‘prescribed,’’ in line 5, the fol-
lowing words be inserted :—‘‘but the rate shall
not exceed by more than cne per cemtum the

tate of interest payable for the time being on
funds raised by the commissioners.”’

The extra one per cent. will cover expenses,
and, as the commissioners are to be so per-
fect in their administration, no losses will
be inenrred.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I want
the Leader of the Opposition to be reason-
able. The rates of interest are to be “as
may from time to time be prescribed.” They
will he preseribed by regulations, and Par-
liament will therefore have e¢ontrol over the
rate of interest to be charged.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It bas been the
eustom of the Agricultura]l Bank to make
advances over long periods at a fixed rate
of interest. Does the elanse mean that the
rate of interest mayv be changed annually?
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The Minister for Lands: Everything de-
pends upon the rate of interest at which
the money was raised. The rates mayv ¢onie
down as loans are converted.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not like the
wording of the clanse, Does it mean that
there shall be no fized rate of interest for
long-dated mortgages?

The Minister for Lands: The trustecs
always charge an additional % per cent. for
administration.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But the one rate
of interest remains on the morigage.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, but the
commissioners can alter the rate to pay for
administration. The rate to be charged i3
preseribed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 cannot under-
stand why there should be differential rates
yearly. Is it proposed to vary the inferest
to be paid on the mortgage from year to
year? Is this to have any effect on existing
mortgages?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, of
course not. But advances are always being
made from time to time, and if new money
is borrowed by the Bank at a lesser rate of
interest, the advances from that loan will
carry a lesser rate of interest.

Mr. SEWARD: Then, if an advance is
made this year from money borrowed at 5
per cent., will the elient be charged, say, 6
per cent.? And if a further advance is made
two years hence when, let us suppose, money
is dearer, will the client be charged aceord-
ingly.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr. SEWARD: Then the various clients
of the Bank are not all charged the same
rate? .

The Minister for Lands: That is s0. To-
day we are charging the soldiers anly 4 per
cent.

Mr. MeDONALD: In the existing sec-
tion the word used is “differentiate,”
whereas in the clause it is “differential”
Apparently it means that the commissioners
have power to differentiate between the cus-
tomers of the Bank. They may charge one
man 5 per cent. and another B} per cent.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 46—Interest on interest in arrear.

Mr. McDONALD: On behalf of ihe mem-
ber for Nedlands, I wish to move to strike
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out this clause. I am aware the clause js
taken from the 1922 amendment of the Agri-
enltural Bank Aect, and am alse aware it
is customary for the Associated Banks to
capitalise interest. But the representation
I wish to put before the Committee is that
when a man gets to such a stage that he is
in arrears with interest, and the power of
sale has become exercisable, it is nof much
good charging inferest on interest. It is
much more likely that it will be a matter of
writing off interest. So, if the clause is
not going to do very mmch good, it might
as-well not be there at all. I ask that the
clause be struek out.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member wili
vote against the elanse.

‘'he MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hope
tae Committee will not strike out the clause.
All that the Bank does is to charge interast
on the interest in arrears, I am sure the
bon. member does not want any person to
get something for nothing. The State has
to find interest,” and so tbe client must find
nterest. The Agricultnral Bank changes
only simple interest, whereas other banks
charge compound interest. This is the same
provision as in the existing Act and nothing
could be fairer.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM : 1 move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added at the end of
the clause :—F “Provided that, if in the opinion
of the commissioners the nature of the opera-
tions conducted by the borrower is sueh that
payment of interest half.weasle 511 impose
hardship or loss on the borrower the commis-
sioners may for any pericd not exceedmg dix
months waive their right to charge interest on
interest in arrear as povided for in this see-
tion.??

That would give wpower to the commis-
sioners to waive the interest payment for
six months if they found it would inflict
hardship on the borrower or canse him loss.
The power would be discretionary and the
chances are that it would prove helpful.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: For
reasons already given I cannot aecept the
amendment, The Bill gives the commis-
sioners power to write down debts and
suspend payments of principal. If the com-
missioners show reasonable consideration,
i= it not right that eclients should stand
up to their obligations? Yet some mem-
bers desire that the Agrienltural Bank
should be subject to conditionz that wonld
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vot be imposed on private banks. The
Agricultural Bank charges simple interest,
whereas the private banks charge compound
interest, but I have never heard any objec-
tion to the action of the private banks.

Mr. PIESSE: Bank clients object more
particularly to the charging of interest on
interest half-yearly.

~ The Minister for Lands: That is what
the business firms do. Do not superphos-
phate firms charge interest on interest.

Mr. PIESSE: That may be so.

The Minister for Lands:
the State?

Mr. PIESSE: When a farmer deals with
a merchant he knows what he has fo pay,
but often he does not realise that he is pay-
ing interest on interest to the Bank until it
ig charged up half-yearly. As a rule the
farmer has only an annuval income and it
seems unfair to charge interest on inter-
est half-yearly.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister should
agree to delete the clause or accept the
amendment. For years clients of ‘the Bank
have not been paying their interest. Penal
interest has been charged {o soldier settlers
and it has not been paid. We are trying
to frame legislation to rehabilitate the
farming industry, and yet the Minister ad-
heres to orthodox practices and will not
give away anything. Hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds of interest are owing, and
enz ¢hject of ihe Dill is o empower the
commissioners to write down arrears. Why
does not the Minister realise that it is time
to get down to tin tacks? He has received
dozens of deputations on the subjeet and
yet, in Shylock fashion, he insists on de-
manding interest on interest. This is not
a party Bill, and T hope that members will
support the amendment in order to help
the farmers. To charge penal interest is
neither reasonable nor fair.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: 1 am particu-
lavly concerned about those clients of the
Bank whe, through the depressed state of
the market, have heen unable to pay any
interest, or more than a little How can
they afford to pay interest on the acerued
interest? T1f the Minister wounld give them
some relief in this respect, he would be
likely to bave a more coniented body of

Then why not

men than is possible under present condi-

tions.
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Awmendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—
Ayes 13
Noes 22
Majority against, . . 9
ATES
Mr. Brockman Mr. Piesre
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Seward
Mr. McDonald Mr. J. H. Smitt
Mr. McLarly Mr. Warner
Mr. J. ). Mann Mr. Welsh
Mr. North Mr. Done,
Mr Pawridk {Teller.)
NoEs.
Mr. Clothiar Mr. Nulsen
Mr, Coveriey Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Cross Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hawke Mr. F.C. L. Smith
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Troy
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wansbrough
Mr, McCallum Mr. Willcock
Mr. Millington Mr., Wilson
Mr. Moloney Mr. Wise
Mr. Munsie Mr. Withers
Mr. Needham Mr, Raphael
{Teiler.)
PAIRS.
AYra, Nois,
Mr. Latham - Mr. Collier
Mr. J. M, Smith Miss Finlman
Mr. Grifths Mr., Tonkin

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: This question of penal
interest has been a burning one throughent
the State for many years. If members are
going to endorse the principle in this Cham-
her, they will ereate an immense amount of
heartburning. T cannot understand the
Minister’s attitude. This Bill is brought
down largely beeause of the great amount
of interest that is ontstanding. Fully a
quarter of the money involved in the finan-
cial difficulties of the Bank is made up of
unpaid interest. Surely members are not
going to eountenance the principle of charg-
ing the secttlers interest on interest!  The
Minister talks about rehabilitating the farm-
ing industry, and yet he is prepared to
charge penal interest against persons who
eannot even afford to pay the ordinary in-
terest.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: This op-
position, I am sure, is purely political.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do not say that. T said
notking nasty.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ii ha»
no sincerity at all. When members oppo
site sat on this side of the Chamber, the
same provision existed; and they never
attempted fo repeal it. A division is to be
ralled for merely bhecause they wani {o regis-
ter their votes. T tell the couniry that thev
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are hypoeritical in this respeet. 1 have
hiere papers showing that an esteemed mem-
hor of their party charged a borrower 121
per cent.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Has what somebody”
else did outside the Agricultnral Bank any-
thing to do with the question®

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A rafe
of 12% per cent. has been charged by a
wan assoclated with them, and now they
pretend that they ave opposed to simple in-
terest. They pretend that, whereas they
endorsed, and fought for, and elected a man
who charged 12%% per cent. inferest; in fact,
a man who overcharged that rate.

Hon, C. G. Latham: On a point of order.
T5 the Mimster in orvder in veferring to some-
thing that happened outside this Chamber
and outside the Agricultural Bank?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T
exposing hypocrisy.

Hon, C. G. Latham: This refers to some
personal dispute between the Minister and
somehody else.

The CHAIRMAN: Inferesi on inferest
has heen discussed pretty freely under the
¢lause, and I therefore think the Minister
s In order.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
have been references to me as a Shylock. Is
this money going into my poeket? It is the
State’s moncy. Members whoe complain re-
garding this clause endorsed, worked for,
and voted for a man who admittedly charged
1215 per cent. compound interest. That
man is now a member of their party. If
they desire to dispute my statement, here
are the figures, here is the man’s retum.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Name him!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
man was endorsed by hon. members oppo-
site, and supported by them.

1fon. C. G. Latham: And returned by the
people, 1 suppose?

The MINISTER ¥0OR LANDS: Re-
turned by people who will not complain of
simple interest, inasmueh as they endorsed
1215 per cent. compound interest. If the
electors endorsed that, what have they to
complain about in conneetion with this
clause? The terrible thing they complain
about iz a thing they themselves endorsed.
One of their own Parliament men charged
that vate of interest, and they complain
about this rate! Iere iz the man's own
statement, his own bill.

am
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Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The electors be-
lieved him, and did not believe you.

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: I did
not even attempt to bother about it,

Hon. PP, ). Ferguson: You mentioned it
on every platform.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Read the statement out.
I am anxious to hear it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I never
mentioned it on one platform,

Hen. P. 1. Ferguson: Yon did. A man
told me you did.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The man
is not telling the truth, I never mentioned
it anywhere.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: You did, tut the
trouble is that none of them bothered to
helieve vou.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I never
mentioned the matter.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: I am talking about
Watheroo.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T spoke
only at Watberoo, and never mentioned the
matter. I never discugsed the man. I have
no personal friends in Watherco. I can
discusz the man here. Here is his aceount.
This hypoerite eharged 125 per eent. on
money that he had already received. He
was in possession of the horrower’s farm.
The horrower had a fee-simple property,
and raised money on it; and he wa= charged
1214 per cent. interest. He handed over
the proeeeds, and when he got out of the
money lender's hands he received a hill for
£1,740, The borrower paid his debt. The
interest charged was 12145 per cent. com-
pound. The man who charged that rate
of compound interest is opposed to simple
interest. The member for Irwin-Moore docs
not tell the truth.

Hon. P. . FERGUSOXN: On a point of
order, Mr. Chatrman. T object to being

called a liar in this Chamber, I ask for a
withdrawal.
The CHAIRMAN: The member for

Irwin-Moore has asked for a withdrawal of
the statement that he did not tell the truth.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well,
Mr. Chairman, I have to withdraw, |

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Why not do it
decently?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But now
T say to the member for Irwin-Moore, if he
is an honourable man let him bring hie
proofs to me. TLet him bring forward the
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man who said I made that statement at
Watheroo. There is a challenge.

Hon. 1>, I, Ferguson: Right,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Mr. Chaiyman, I submit it is mnob
right for o member to ask that an-
other shonld withdraw a statement that
he is not telling the truth, when the
member who asks for the withdrawal
has stated that the other member—that is,
the Minister—was not telling the truth.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: I never made such
a statement.

The Minister for Employment: You did,
and 1 ask for that statement to be with-
drawn aiso.

The CHAIRMAN: When that happened
the Minister was speaking, and one member
was asserting and another was denying.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am in-
differcnt. However, a division is to be
called for purely to serve political pur-
poses. Here iz a matter of simple interest.
L have not the slightest, respect for the.
gopinions of certain hon. members. They
are convicted by their associations,

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not know, Mr.
Chuirman, why yon are allowing such a
discussion,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: You do
ot like it.

Hon. C. G. Tathawm: Yon ean go for your
life so far ag T am concerned.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: You sup-
ported that man.

Tlon. C. . Latham: God help any man
of any character who eomes here with you.

Mr. J. H. Smith: On a point of order!

Fon. C. . Tatham: This is absolutely
disgraceful,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is a
disgrace to you.

The CHATRMAN: Order!
will resume his seat.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: On a point of order,
Mr. Chairman, the Committee went to the
vote on the amendment moved by the Leader
of the Opposition and it was negatived. T
dealt with Clause 46 and I do not know
what all this discussion has to do with that
clanse. The Minister has gone beyond the
clnuse and has made charges against some-
one. T want the Minister to reply to my
areuments on Clause 46. Y do not want
him to deal with an amendment respeeting
which no one has spoken.

The Minister
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Maony members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must have
order! In my opinion, there is nothing in
the hon, member’s point of order. The
Minister will reply to the hon. member in
his own way.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I bhave
nothing more to say to these people execept
that if they publish anything, let them pub-
lish my remarks too. There is no sineerity
about a party that pretend to oppose this
provision and yet support and endorse a
member who was elected to another plaee
whose principles are fo the contrary. What
does all this attack on me mean? Ii is made
simply because I pulled a farmer out of
this man’s clutches,

Mr. J. H. Smith: I did not mention any-
thing about that.

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: I have
been called a Shylock.

Mr. J. H. Smith: T spoke of Shylock
methods and was not referring to you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If mem-
bers are not satisfied, they can have an in-
quiry. There is more than that in this.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There may he more
than you will want.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well, go
on with it,

Hon. C. G. Latham: If youn attempt to
fasten your dirty linen on us, we will fasten
soMe on you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Do so!
Members opposite called for a division on
a queslion of simple interest, and the object
was to publish the division list in the eoun-
try to show what a fight they put up. Al-
though they did that, they were in assogia-
tion with a man elected at the last Legisla-
tive Couneil election who charged 1214 per
cent. T have nothing buil contempt for the
Opposition members who can take such a&n
action. TLet them make what inquiry they
like! I will welcome it.

(3, Sleeman resumed the Chair.]

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: This is an inno-
vation. We are having election speeches
on the floor of the House.

The CHATRMAN: Then we will have uo
more. Members will deal with the clause.

Hon. €. . LATHAM: I will not allow
the Minister to say what he did about Coun-
trv Party members, withont having some-
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thing to say in reply, Had you been in the
Chair, Mr. Chairman, things would have
been different. I appealed to the temporary
Chairman of Committees for protection but
he said the Ainister was in order.

The CHAIRMAN: I will give you all
the protection vou require, so stick to the
tlause,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I will not allow
the Minister to make such charges against
members sitting on this side of the House.
The Standing Orders permit us to call for
a division if we so desire. 1t is wrong for
the Minister to say we did that for political
purposes, If that were so, then it has been
done for a very long period in this Par
liament.

The Minister for Lands: You signalled
me you would let the clause go.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I cannot control
every member. I am anxious to belp the
Minister.

Mr. Coverley: You have a funny way of
showing it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I will not tolerate

such an interjection as that. I hope we
can get away from this washing of
dirty linen. I would never appland a

man who charged 12% per cent. interest.
Why should the Minister level that charge
against members ol the Opposition? We
do not want that sort of thing fastened on
to us. If it is to be permitted, we will
make it our business te go out and dis-
eover something about individual members
and then level a charge against the Min-
tster for Lands. What has it to do with
members of this Chamber? For that rea-
son, I asked the temporary Chairman of
Committees to protect members against the
absolute abuse that the Minister showered
upon us. Surely we can disagree with the
Minister with reference to the Bill. We
have a perfect right to do so. I did not
ask for the division because of interest
charged on interest; I called for it because
I wanted it.

The Minister for Lands: You nodded to
show you would let it go. You showed you
had finished with it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: So I had, until the
Minister made his attack upon us.

The Minister for Lands: Mere hypocrisy.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I was going out
with my papers when the Minigter indnlged
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in deliberate abuse of members sitling om
this side of the House.

The Minister for Lands: Why did you
eall for a division after you had nodded to
1ae?

Ion. C. G. LATHAM: I sa1d 1 was fin-
ished, end so I was.

The Minister for Lands:
1 ealled a Shyloek?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T did nof eall the
Minister Shylock, nor did anyone else on
the Opposition side. 1 object to the Minis-
fer’s attitude. We can disagree and agree
to disagree without all this heat. Don’t let
us be personal as the Minister has been,
and that has beem: particularly apparent
recently.

Mr. CHATRMAN: And with that, let us
get back to the clause.

The Minister for Tands:
this business.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And the Minister
ecan do so. There is a proper place for
that; let him do it on the publie platform,
not in this Chamber,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order; we will deal
with the eclanse. I ask the Minister for
Lands to keep order, and the Leader of the
Opposition to speak to the clause.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T object to the
Minister’s attitude, but T am satisfied to
let the clanse go.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I regret that so much
heat has been engendered by my remarks. 1
had no intention of stirring up such a hor-
net’s nest. I am sorry you, Mr. Chairman,
were not in the Chaivy ui ibe fime, because
you would have protected members.

The CHAIRMAN: Tbe hon. member
must not reflect on the temporary Chairman
of Committees.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Mirister was
quite wrong in his references to Shylock. I
did not say the Minister was a Shylock,
but that we did not desire Shylock methods
to be adopted. The provision for interest
upon interest has been a bugbear and prob-
ably every conntry member has introduced
deputations urging the wiping out of penal
interest. I do not know to whom the Min-
ister referred when he made his charge about
someone levying interest at the rate of 12}
per eent. I thought he was referring to
a previons Minister. Tt sceems that it
amounts to a private quarrel between mem-
bers of the Country Party and the Minister
himself. I know nothing about it, and have

And ‘why was

T will expose
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no wish to know. I am sure the Minister,
on second thoughts, will agree that if inter-
est alone can be collected, he will be satis-
fied and there will be no necessity for the
imposition of penal interest. If there is any
writing down, it should be such as to en-
able a settler to meet his liabilities and then
the man who will not pay his interest should
be put off his holding and another settler
installed in his place. There is no necessity
for this interest on interest. Why not
accept the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for West Perth?

Hon. C. G. Latham: It has been rejected.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, it was your
amendment that was rejected, Cannot the
Minister agree to do away with this interest
on interest? I urge the Minister to aceept
the amendment of the membor for West
Perth.

Clause put, and a division taken with the
tollowing result:—

Ayes .. - . ..o 22
Noes - .. .. .. 9
Majoriby for .. N
AYEA,
Mr, Clathier Mr. Needham
Mr. Coverley Mr, Nulgen
Mr. Cross Mr. Raphael |
Mr. Hawke Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Hegney Mr. I". C. L. Smith
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Troy
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wansbrough
Mr, MeCallum Mr. Willcock
Mr. Millingion Mr. Wise
Mr. Moloney Mr. Wiihers
Mr. Munsie Mr, Wiison
(Taller.)
NoOE8,
Mr. Brockman Mr. North
Mr, Fergusan ' Mr. J. H. 8mith
Mr, MeDooald Mr. Warner
Mr. MecLarty Mr. Doney
Mr. J. 1. Maon (Teller.>
Parrs
AYES. NOES.
Mr, Collier Mr. Latham
Miss Holmap Mr. J. M, Smith
r. Topkln Mr. Grifhtbs

Clause thus passed.
Clauses 47, 48 and 49—agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned gt 11.47 p.m.
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